
English Language Arts Grade 8 Course Syllabus 
Dr. Lucie Menjivar, Ed.D.  
ELA Teacher, Drama Director, and Director of Curriculum 
lmenjivar@stmarys-temple.org 
Conferences: please email me to schedule a conference.  
Tutorials: Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:50 pm-3:15 pm.  
 
Welcome back MIGHTY 8th graders! Below you will find the details about the class this year.                
Please read them carefully and let me know if you have any questions! I look forward to an                  
awesome year!  
Course Description:  
Throughout this course, students will engage in literary analysis of short stories, poetry, drama,              
novels, and nonfiction. The course focuses on the interpretation of literary works and the              
development of oral and written communication skills in standard (formal) English. The class             
focuses on four areas: Literature; Composition; Grammar, Usage and Mechanics (GUM); and            
Vocabulary. 
Materials:  
4 Composition Books,  3/4" x 7 1/2", College Ruled 

1 12/pk green ink pens 

1 
12/pk red ink pens (Students can use the same ones  
they use for other classes.) 

1 
12/pk blue ink pens (Students can use the same ones  
they use for other classes.) 

1 1"- 3 ring binder 

1 College Ruled, 8-1/2" x 11" 

1 3" x 3", 12 Pads/Pack post it notes  

1 3x5 -300 counts index card for terminology 

1 
4 X 6 index cards-100 count for research report (Students 
will need 4 X 6 index cards by December 1, 2018) 

1 Local library Card (Temple Library is preferred.) 

1 
Earbuds (Students can use the same ones they use for 
technology.) 

1 
12 Colored pencils (Students can use the same ones  
they use for other classes.) 

1 5/pk Highlighters (Students can use the same ones  



they use for other classes.) 

1 Hand-held pencil sharpener 

1 
12/pk # 2 pencils (Students can use the same ones  
they use for other classes.) 

1 Mini Stapler 

1 8-Insertable Tab Dividers 

1 4/pk glue sticks 

1 Scissors 
 
Course Outline: 
1. Writing- Abydos Writing Pro Grade Level 8   (This is a spiraling curriculum which 

builds and reviews upon previously taught skills. Each level is more complex than the level 
preceding it.) 

a. 4 major essay assignments:  
i. Narrative and Poetry (Quarter 1) 

ii. Expository (Quarter 2) 
iii. Research Report for science fair (Quarter 3) 
iv. Persuasive (Quarter 4) 

b. The Writing Process 
i. Stage 1-Priming the text  

ii. Stage 2-Prewriting 
iii. Stage 3-Composing 
iv. Stage 4-Revising  
v. Stage 5 -Writing Conferencing  

vi. Stage 6- Peer Editing  
vii. Stage 7-Publishing  

c. Focus books (Analysis on format and writing style only) 
i. Poems from Homeroom: A Writer's Place to Start by Kathy Appelt (Qrt. 

1) 
ii. Shelf Life: Stories of the Book by Gary Paulsen (Qrt. 2) 

iii. America's White Table by Margot Raven (Qrt. 3) 
2. Independent Reading-Accelerated Reader Program (All 4 Quarters) 

a. Independent reading practice 
b. Reading comprehension assessments  

3. Vocabulary book-Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workshop Level C (This is a spiraling 
curriculum which builds and reviews upon previously taught skills. Each level is more complex 
than the level preceding it.) 



Example of Level C word list- abandon, abstract, accelerate, accentuate, adaptable, 
adjust, administration, advocate, agency, ammunition, apparel, appreciate, array, 
assemble, asteroid attainable, behalf, bond, bondage, brace, calamity, campaign, capital, 
captivity, captured, celestial, chamber, chasm, civil, civilian, clarify, coincide, 
combustion, commotion, compound...  

1. Units 1-4 (Quarter 1)  
2. Units 5-8 (Quarter 2) 
3. Units 9-12 (Quarter 3) 
4. Units 13-15 (Quarter 4)  

a. Topics covered in vocabulary program 
1. Greek and Latin roots 
2. Antonym 
3. Synonyms  
4. Analogies  
5. Denotation  
6. Connotation  

4.  Shurley Grammar Level 8 (This is a spiraling curriculum which builds and reviews upon 
previously taught skills. Each level is more complex than the level preceding it.) 
Quarter 1  

Subject noun  
Verb 
Adverb 
Answer Question Flow 
Adjective 
Article adjective 

Quarter 2 
Preposition 
Object of the preposition 
One part of speech 
Subject pronoun 
Understood subject pronoun 
Possessive pronoun 

Quarter 3 
Conjunction 
Helping verb 
Not adverb 
Adverb exception 
Natural and inverted word order (Fragments, Run-ons, and Sentence 
Diagramming) 



Interjection  
Quarter 4 

Possessive noun 
Direct object, transitive verb, and Pattern 2 
intransitive and transitive verb 
Object pronoun 
Indirect object, direct object, and Pattern 3 
Fragments, Run-ons, and Sentence Diagramming 

5. Literary Analysis and Appreciation 
Identify defining characteristics of a variety of literary forms and genres  
Understand elements of plot development  
Identify cause and effect relationships  
Identify conflict and resolution  
Understand elements of character development  
Identify character traits and motivations  
Describe characters based on speech, action, and interactions with others  
Make inferences and draw conclusions  
Recognize effect of setting and culture on a literary work  
Compare and contrast works from different time periods  
Identify and interpret specific literary techniques  
Understand and interpret point of view  
Understand use of language to convey mood  
Understand use of dialect  
Interpret symbolism  
Recognize and analyze use of irony  
Recognize and explain poetic devices  
Identify and discuss theme  
Compare and contrast literary selections and characters  

6. Reading selections from Prentice Hall Literature Silver Level include BUT ARE NOT 
LIMITED TO: 
Quarter 1-Prentice Hall Literature 
Silver Level  

Ray Bradbury "The Drummer Boy of Shiloh" 

Robert Frost "The Road Not Taken" 

Amy Ling "Grandma Ling" 

Langston Hughes "Winter Moon" 



Walt Whitman "Poets to Come" 

Leo Tolstoy "The Old Grandfather and His Little Grandson" 
 

Quarter 2-PHL  

Ann Petry "Harriet Tubman: Guide to Freedom" 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow "The Wreck of the Hesperus" 

Langston Hughes "Harlem Night Song" 

Pablo Neruda "Ode to Enchanted Light" 

Paul Laurence Dunbar "Harriet Beecher Stowe" 

Stephen Vincent Benét from John Brown's Body 

Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett The Diary of Anne Frank 
 
Non-Fiction  Informational Texts/Research Skills 
 

Quarter 3-PHL  

Alice Walker "Choice: A Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr." 

Victor Hernández Cruz "Los New Yorks" 
 
Non-Fiction  Informational Texts/Research Skills 
 

Quarter 4-PHL  

Walter Dean Myers "Brown vs. Board of Education" 

Walt Whitman "O Captain! My Captain!" 

Brent Ashabranner "Always to Remember: The Vision of Maya Ying Lin" 

Martin Luther King, Jr. "The American Dream" 

Edgar Allan Poe "The Tell-Tale Heart" 

Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve "The Medicine Bag" 
 
7. Novel Study  



a. The Sword in the Stone by T. H. White (Qrt. 4) 
8. Speaking  (All 4 Quarters) 

a. Enunciation/Clarity  
b. Rate of speech 
c. Volume  
d. Eye Contact  
e. Posture  
f. Gestures  
g. Articulation  

 
Classroom Rules  
Respect yourself and others. 
Use appropriate language and volume at the right time. 
Listen to and follow all instructions. 
Excellence only: come prepared to learn. 
Stay seated unless you have permission to move around the room. 

SMCS Grading Policy 
 
A 90%-100%  
B 80%-90%  
C 75%-79%  
D 70%-74%  
F 69% or below 

ELA Grading Policy 
Assignments and Essays 30% 
Projects 25% 
Tests and Final Exams 20% 
Quizzes 15% 
Homework 10% 
 
TOTAL – 100% 
 
Cheating/Plagiarism 

 
Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in an automatic grade of 
zero.  This includes copying homework, classwork, test answers, talking during a test or 
quiz, allowing someone to copy your work, and trying to pass off someone else’s work as 
your own. 

 
Absent  Work 

The SMCS attendance policy is located on the school’s website.  The student is responsible for 



any missed assignments. Teachers are not responsible to compile absent work. Students are 
given one for each day absent, to make up work Tests will be taken within two days of students 
return.  

Late Work 
The student is responsible for turning in each and every assignment he/she has been assigned on 
the following class day. There will be 10 points deducted for a late assignment after 1 day, 
after that it will be a zero. However, students will still be responsible for completing the work 
whether credit is earned or not. Being absent follows under Absent work. 

AR Recognition  
Students will be expected to earn a minimum amount of points at the minimum percentage 
passing as indicated in the AR account. AR certificates will be given out at the end of each 
quarter. Incentives for students will be awarded at the end of every semester. 

Visitors 
For our children's safety, all visitors must report to the school office and log in and out each 
time they visit the St. Mary’s Catholic School campus, this includes lunch time. Visitors may 
only enter the school through the front door. This applies to those dropping off an item and those 
staying to volunteer. 
Parents are not permitted to enter the classroom or library without approval from the school 
office. 

Telephones  
Students may not carry or use cell phones or other electronic equipment during school hours. 
Cell phones and other electronic equipment brought for after-school use must be secured in the 
school office during the day, not kept in lockers, book bags, or given to the homeroom teacher, 
etc. 
Students may make emergency phone calls in the School Office. 
 
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the course syllabus for ELA.  
 

  
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature Date 
 
 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent Signature Date 
 
 


